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l. PHYSIOGRAPHIC FEATURES: This site consist of broad, nearly level plains,
gently sloping divides, and lonp, narrowv sideslopes along streams. OSlopes are
plane to conve:x and range from O to § percent, but are mainly 1 te 5 parcent.
Elevetion ranses from 2,500 ft. in the 5.. portion of the area to 4,700 ft. -

in the i1.7. portion.
2, 50ILS:

a. These arc deep, well drained, moderately and moderately rapidly
permeable, loamy soils. Typically, the soils of this site, have a
light colored noncalcareous fine sandy loam surface layer over a
sandy clay loam subsoil.

The natural fertility of these soils is moderate. They take in water
readily and the vater holding capacity is high. DRunoff 1s slow te
medium.. If unprotected by vepetative cover, tha hazard of water
erosion is moderate to severe on the more sloping arcas. The suscepti-
£ bility to soil blowving is moderate to severe. The root zone of these
' soils is deep and easily penetrated by plant roots.

b. Lajor soils asscciated with this site are:
Amarillo £sl, Dallam fal, Liles £sl, Dalhart f£sl

¢+ Specific site location:
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4, CLILAX VEGETATIOL:

¥

a. The climat plant commwnity is made up of a jood balance between tall
to mid grasses and supports an abundance of grass. This vepetation
has a tendancy to decrease slouly even under relatively heavy grazing.

This site differs from mixedland slopes in that there are less tall
grasses (only minor amounts in favored locations) more blue grama and

less sideoats grama. Also there is less yucca.

RELATIVE PERCINTAGE OF TOTAL PLANT COIIIMIITY (Air-dry weight)

Grasses 90% Hoody plants 5% Forbs 5%
blue grama 25 sand sacebrush 5 catclaw sensitivebriar )
sideoats grama 13 yucca T plains zenia )
buffalograss 10 catclaw acacia T wild alfalfa )
little bluestem ) vine ephedra T daleas b
sand bluestem )15 sleunl:bush sumac T prairie clovers )
-~ Indiangrass )] gaura sp. b
‘anada wildrye ) penstemons )
Faxas blucgrass ) primrose sp. )
neddle-and-thread )10 black sampson )
western vheatgrass) Indian rushpea )
hairy prama ) lyreleaf preeneyes )
sand dropseed )10 Louisiana sagewort )
perenaial threeaun ) Engelmanndaisy

silver bluestem 5
tumble windmillprass T

be As retrogression cccurs plant such as sand bluestem, Indlanpgrass and
sideocats srama will decrease vhile bluegrama and buffalograss will increase.
Other prasses such as perennial threecawn, hairy prama, silver bluestem and
sand dropseed will also increase, ith continued rastrogression plants such
as mesquite, pfickly pear and cholla will invade the site. Often mesquite
will dominate the site when in poor range condition. In this condition
it will often resamble tha clay loam range site. Forage production is
reduced considerably wvhen in competition with heavy stands of mesquite.

c. JApproximatz total annual production in excellent condition ranges from
1600 to 2400 pounds of air-dry vagetation per acre, dependiny upon rain-
fall proving conditions.

5. IILDLIFZ ADAPTED TG THE SITE: This site is inhabited by deer, antelope,

quail, and dove. Tredator animals such as coyotes also occupy the site. Other
—~small animals and birds feed, nest and rzise thelr young on the site. Prairle
" op towns are oftan commonly associatad with the site.
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6. [ESTHETIC AID RELATED VALUES: DBlue, yellow, purple and maroon flowers of
forbs dot the landscape during spring and early fall wvhen there is adequate
Thite flowers of yucca and maroon flowers of cholla akso.add

moisture.
Both of these plants ars used for land-

considerable,color to the site.
scaping.

These soils are in hydrologic proup B. 'ater
Surface runoff is slow to

There is little ground

7. HYDROLOGIC CHARACTERISTICS:
infiltration and transmission rates are moderate.
medium and sediment potentials are low to moderate.
wvater recharpa.

6. GUIDE TO LIUITIAL STOCKING RATE:

Percent

a. GCondition Class Climax Veretation Acres/AU/Year lons

Excellent T6=100 16-20
Good 51-75 15-30
Fair 2050 20=42
./;4 Poor 0-25 &H0H-
b: Szoded Areas
*100-706 75«51 20-206 25«0
sand bluestem 1G22 d 22-20 27=30 39.43
sideoats prama 22226 27-30 30-43 40-62
mixturs (abowve) 1622 2220 27-38 3940

*Percent ground cover
** Acres/Alfyearlong

RELATIVE FORAGE QUALITY OF SPECIES 1/

a. For cactle:

Primary 2/ Szcondary 3/ Low Value 4/
sand bluestem silver bluestem perennial threeaim
Indiangrass sand dropseed yucca

sidecats grama
blue prama
buffalorsrass
lictle bluestenm
GCanada vildrye
Texas bluesrass

neddle~-and-thread
‘lestern wvheaterass

hairy prama

tumble windmill-rass
vine ephadra

wild alfalfa

prairia clovers
primrosa sp.
Llyreleaf greeneyas
Louisiana sapeveort

catclav sensitivebriar

yucca bloowms
engelmanndaisy

sand sapebrush
slaunl:bush sumac
plains zenia
daleas

faura sp.
penstemons
Lblaclt sampson
catclav acacla
Indian rushpea
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20=30
b. For antelope:

catclow gausitivebricr
papar flowver

yucca blooms
sroundsels

aild alialia

pralria clovers
prinzrosz Sp.
Zugelinnndalsy

Iadian rushpea

dalaas catclaw
blac!: sampson

sand dropsaad
buffaloyrans

pluz orawn

Canada wildrya
Texas bluecrass
naddle-ond-thraad

annuals Tootera Uheatgraﬂs
Louigiana sarsuvort sand sanebrush
lyweleai sasetrort viaz ephadra

c. Tor dove and quail 5/

prairia clovars
penstanwons

Jestern ramread
wild alfalfa

cateclaw seasitivebriaxr '
i *  blac!h: sauwpson

scud dvopscad
siualkbush sumac
catelay ncacia
dalens
Canada rildrya
Zngalucands iy

L™

aanual broomren:
bulizlo-bux
sunfloirars
crotons

peis cenons

yuccs
acacia

slaunl:bush sumac
plains zenia

maura

sldeoats sromn
bluastems

Indiancras

haizy grnmn
peraunlal thrasawm
turble windmillgrass

sidecats gramna

buffalosrass

Tauns blueprass
hraz

nacdle-and-tch i

Jestera vheatgiass

peraanlal threzam
tumble windidllpraas
sand samabrush

yuces

ving ephedra

Louisicna S;l:-!!ﬁ.'ﬂrt
lyreleaf prosueyes

This ratinn systam provided censecl cuddauce
spaclas. 1i olso dndicates compaticlon betue
plants. Grazlq; preference chensas from tine

depending unoa the zaimal, pleat oalotaobilicy
crouth and ssason of use, velative abuadaaca,
prefareace dozs not ascessarily roaflact tha p
ecosystori.

Thase species gaasrally decvease uvadar prolon
plaata usually incrense inifcinlly, thea
These plaita centiaua Lo increase with heavy

For those wrildlifa
aalmal prelfovcaca oaly,

.1

speciaa the terma pulnevy,
Thoy do not Lndleas

as to animal prefersace for plant
an tinds of animals for the varilous
to time aid place to placa

and autritive value, staps of

and eacsoclated pln1L Grazing
leece of a plantin in the range

~ad heavy preazing.

decvease uader prolonged heavy use.

secoadary ol lou velua indiecata

plani response to feedine prassure



